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Whatis the Gitanjali?
Abook of poems written by Rabindranath Tagore aimost 100 years ago. They
speak of love between persons, of friendship, of solidarity, of freedom, of
peace, efc

It is also the story of a schaol. Over 40 years ago, there was a group of
persons in Badalona who, like Tagore, believed in freedom, internationalism,
justice and the protest against all that represented oppression. Gitanjali,
whish started as a poem and then became a school, is today part of the
history of Badalona. The school is located in the old centre of Badalona, close
to Barcelona, near the sea, on a very narrow site between fences. It replaces
asingle-storey barracks-type building that housed part of the old schoal. The
rest of the site has an access from the Avenida Marti i Pujol, with another,
modernist-style building that formed the rest of the school and which now,
after being re-modelled, houses the infants school. The basement contains
the gymnasium, changing rooms and administrative services, lit and
ventilated by an English patio. On the ground floor, the main access, which
contains the kitchen and dining room, designed as a multi-use room, are the
most important areas, and above, three floors of classrooms and small
seminar rooms. There are also two recreational areas: a track on the ground
floor and a roof patio.
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The architecture of the building can be interpreted in two ways: a more
rationalist urban image outside from the Calle Marina (main entrance) and
another, very different image in the interior fagade, very mobile and full of
colour contrasts. It was intended that this interior fagade was that with which
the children had to live, its informal mavement and colour symbolising the
removal of the myth and importance that the school represents to a child. The
building must be like them, alive, happy, close. Not a simple cold and
impersonal container but also a place for games where leaming is just one
mare activity.

This different interpretation of what normally represents a school building
also extends to the technical functional treatment, attempting to introduce
new values in its integrating environmental concept, transmittable as one
more to the children in their learning. The intention is also to demystify the
fact of having criteria for understanding the environment when designing a
building has negative effects by apparently “forcing” its result. In this building,
we believe that it can bee seen that this is not so, that if the necessary
elements were incorporated from the initial architectural design, they could
become elements that enriched its expression.
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The example in this building is the photo-electric fagade that forms the curtain
wall facing the access street. This more rationalist and urban fagade relates
to the city with an architectural image that incorporates an apparently hostile
element and that shows here its totally formal aspect, to the point that the
uninitiated passer-by would not give it any more relevance than that of the
functional form of a simple fagade.

Thus we see that an important feature of the school is the criterion of
sustainability and architectural integration with which it has been designed.
Firstly, this photo-electric fagade, totally integrated into the building's skin, is
formalised on the Marina street side. It produces 5 kW of electricity and its
blue tones reflect the closeness of the sea, making ita leading element.

Similarly, the school produces hot sanitary water with collectors on the roof of
the central block of the building that generate almost 100% of requirements.

Airand ventilation are handled by a climatiser in the machine room on the roof
that takes in exterior air and distributes it under control fo the interior, to the
chamber forming the interior fagade and the photo-electric “skin.” In the
winter, this solar-heated air is sent fo the interior of the school, providing
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clean, warm air and minimising gas consumption. Likewise, during hot
weather, air is drawn in from the north side of the building and the control
system shuts offthe supply from the chamber.

This is therefore a school with two educational components: one is the
internal space as a place of traditional learning for the chifdren while the other
is the building itself as a way of understanding the system of sustainable life
which will be the only way of planning its relationship with the environment.

Currently, a system for controlling the air temperature in the summer has
been set up to complement the existing ventilation systems (freecoling) which
canreduce the exterior temperature by 5 °C on the hottest days.

Sothat all systems function automatically, the building has a small centralised
control system allowing its operation to be programmed and monitored via
internet, collecting and storing maintenance and energy saving data from the
systems.
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